
 

 SCORED WRITING BENCHMARK 

Opinion: GRADES K-2 

Work Sample 1: Emerging 

 

• “Sports”  

This student work sample is emerging toward the criteria for overall proficiency.  

 

Focus/Opinion –Score: E  

The student states an unclear opinion that demonstrates limited understanding of topic and text.  

 

Organization—Score: E 

The student uses at least one linking word (and) but it is used incorrectly or ineffectively. 

 

Support/Evidence—Score: E                                                                   

The writing supports opinion with minimal and/or irrelevant reasons. The student’s ideas are not fully 

elaborated. 

 

Craft—Score: E 

Labels and words are used to give details about the writer’s opinion but the reasons are not elaborated. The 

student has an unclear concluding statement. 

 

Language and Vocabulary—Score: E 

The student’s use of vocabulary and language is appropriate for the audience.  

 

Grammar, Usage, Mechanics—Score: E 

Correct words and chunks of words (at, it, etc.) appropriate to grade level. 







 

 SCORED WRITING BENCHMARK 

Informative: GRADES K-2 

Work Sample 1: Proficient 

 

• “Soccer”  

This student work sample meets the criteria for overall proficiency.  

 

Focus/Opinion –Score: P  

The student uses a combination of drawing and dictation/writing to respond to the prompt. The student 

clearly states the focus “Soccer.” 

 

Organization—Score: P 

The student supplies more than one reason that supports the opinion. The students pages are clearly 

divided into clear sections and each section has a clear focus. The student uses linking words to connect 

opinion to reasons and provides a concluding sentence. 

 

Support/Evidence—Score: P                                                                   

The student’s writing includes many facts with relevant reasons, labels, captions, and text evidence. 

The student demonstrates elaboration in detail with labeled drawings. 

 

Craft—Score: P 

Shows evidence of using writer’s craft including word choice to persuade readers. Such words used in the 

writing are; dribble, and goalie. The student also asks questions to gain readers interest. 

 

Language and Vocabulary—Score: P 

The student’s use of vocabulary is appropriate for the audience.  

 

Grammar, Usage, Mechanics—Score: P 

The student uses domain specific vocabulary, spelling, and punctuation that are appropriate for the audience 

and purpose incorporating good mechanics that are easy to read. 

 

 



















 

 SCORED WRITING BENCHMARK 

Informative: GRADES K-2 

Work Sample 1: Advanced 

 

• “Pigs”  

This student work sample is advanced beyond the criteria for overall proficiency.  

 

Focus/Opinion –Score: A  

The student consistently maintains focus throughout the piece and demonstrates an insightful 

understanding of topic with clearly stated focus/controlling idea that is consistently maintained. 

The student makes a connection between topic and broader ideas; “Just like any other mammal.” 

 

Organization—Score: A 

The student organizes ideas and information into paragraph structure using a clear topic sentence, 

facts/definitions grouped by related information and concluding sentence. The students ideas are well 

organized into paragraphs with a variety of linking words. 

 

Support/Evidence—Score: A 

The students drawings and writing elaborates on topic/focus with substantial and relevant details, 

definitions, labels, captions, facts, and examples. 

 

Craft—Score: A 

The student uses writer’s craft to effectively convey information through the use of voice and asking 

questions to get the reader’s attention. The writer uses figurative language (exaggeration) and creates 

suspense. 

 

Language and Vocabulary—Score: A 

The writer uses correct use of a variety of pronouns, verb tenses, and plural nouns, including irregular 

forms.  

 

Grammar, Usage, Mechanics—Score: A 

The student has few or no errors in spelling, capitalization or punctuation. The writer also uses the correct 

words and chunks of words appropriate to grade level. 

































 

 SCORED WRITING BENCHMARK 

Informative: GRADES K-2 

Work Sample 1: Emerging 

 

• “Nerfs”  

This student work sample is emerging toward the criteria for overall proficiency.  

 

Focus/Opinion –Score: E  

The student uses a combination of drawing and writing to respond to the topic and attempts a focus, but 

the focus is not relevant. 

 

Organization—Score: E 

The writing includes an introduction, body but no conclusion. The writing has different parts but lacks 

clarity and coherence (e.g. minimal information, confusing, insufficient details) 

 

Support/Evidence—Score: E 

The writing does not support the topic/focus and uses minimal and irrelevant information. 

 

Craft—Score: E 

Labels and words are used to give details about the topic but are confusing. 

 

Language and Vocabulary—Score: E 

Correct words and chunks of words (at, it, etc.) appropriate to grade level. 

 

Grammar, Usage, Mechanics—Score: E 

The student has many errors in spelling, capitalization and punctuation. 











 

 SCORED WRITING BENCHMARK 

Opinion: GRADES K-2 

Work Sample 1: Proficient 

 

• “Do You Want A Good Pet?”  

This student work sample meets the criteria for overall proficiency.  

 

Focus/Opinion –Score: P  

The student uses a combination of drawing and dictation/writing to respond to the prompt. The student 

clearly state an opinion; “A good pet is a dog.” 

 

Organization—Score: P 

The student supplies more than one reason that supports the opinion. The student uses linking words 

such as: First, Also, and Last to connect opinion to reasons. The student also provided a concluding 

statement. 

 

Support/Evidence—Score: P                                                                   

The students writing supports opinion with relevant reasons, labels, captions, facts, and text evidence. 

An example of written elaboration is; “You can teach them tricks like roll over and shake.” 

 

Craft—Score: P 

Shows evidence of using writer’s craft including word choice to persuade readers. Such words used in the 

writing are; furry, snuggle, and cuddle. The student also starts sentences with a question to hook the reader. 

 

Language and Vocabulary—Score: P 

The student’s use of vocabulary is appropriate for the audience.  

 

Grammar, Usage, Mechanics—Score: P 

Use of domain specific vocabulary is appropriate for the audience and purpose incorporating good 

mechanics that are easy to read. 

 

 







 

 SCORED WRITING BENCHMARK 

Narrative: GRADES K-2 

Work Sample 1: Advanced 

 

• “Going Fishing”  

This student work sample is advanced beyond the criteria for overall proficiency.  

 

Focus/Opinion –Score: A  

The writer uses a combination of drawing and writing to focus on one story and sequence of events.  

The student effectively introduces a setting, narrator/characters, and/or point of view creatively.  

 

Organization—Score: A 

The writer organizes a natural, logical sequence of events from beginning to end by telling the story bit 

by bit. Chooses transition words and phrases to convey meaning in the story. Examples of the phrases 

are; “One early morning”, “After a while”, “After that.” The student has provided a conclusion that 

follows from the narrated experiences or events. 

 

Support/Evidence—Score: A 

The writing extensive use of dialogue enhances the stories details and descriptions. 

 

Craft—Score: A 

The student uses relevant and descriptive details and sensory language which connect to the overall purpose 

of the narrative. Elaboration on actions, reactions, motivations, thoughts and feelings are demonstrated 

through the uses of a variety of sentence structures. 

 

Language and Vocabulary—Score: A 

The student uses correct words and chunks of words above grade level. 

 

Grammar, Usage, Mechanics—Score: A 

The writer correctly uses grade level appropriate sentence formation, punctuation, capitalization, grammar 

usage and spelling. 























 

 SCORED WRITING BENCHMARK 

Narrative: GRADES K-2 

Work Sample 1: Proficient 

 

• “The Frog Day”  

This student work sample meets the criteria for overall proficiency.  

 

Focus/Opinion –Score: P  

The student uses a combination of drawing and dictation/writing to respond to the prompt. The student 

clearly states the focus through one story “Frog Day.” 

 

Organization—Score: P 

The student supplies more than one reason that supports the story. The student’s use of transitions tells 

the story smoothly. Examples of these transitions: One day, Then the next day, But this time, Then I 

found, After a while, Even though. The student uses linking words to connect opinion to reasons and 

provides a concluding sentence. 

 

Support/Evidence—Score: P                                                                   

The student’s writing includes many facts with relevant reasons, labels, captions, and text evidence. 

The student demonstrates elaboration in detail with labeled drawings. The student includes details that 

describe actions, thoughts and feelings: “Trying to swim as fast as the river.”  

 

Craft—Score: P 

Shows evidence of using writer’s craft including sentences to persuade readers. Such sentences used in the 

writing: “As tiny as the numbers on the clock.”  

 

Language and Vocabulary—Score: P 

The student’s use of vocabulary is appropriate for the audience.  

 

Grammar, Usage, Mechanics—Score: P 

The student uses domain specific vocabulary, spelling, and punctuation that are appropriate for the audience 

and purpose incorporating good mechanics that are easy to read. 

 

 















 

 SCORED WRITING BENCHMARK 

Narrative: GRADES K-2 

Work Sample 1: Emerging 

 

• “Climbing Trees”  

This student work sample is emerging toward the criteria for overall proficiency.  

 

Focus/Opinion –Score: E  

The writer uses a combination of drawing and dictation/writing (K) to recount an event or short 

sequence of events; but is missing key parts. 

 

Organization—Score: E 

The story has a beginning, middle and end that may lack detail and is missing key parts to complete the 

narrative. 

 

Support/Evidence—Score: E 

The story uses labels and words to give details. 

 

Craft—Score: E 

The student some specific words such as; “lots of leaves.” The writer also uses a variety of sentence 

structures. 

 

Language and Vocabulary—Score: E 

The student uses correct words and chunks of words appropriate of grade level. 

 

Grammar, Usage, Mechanics—Score: E 

The writer correctly uses some grade level appropriate punctuation, capitalization, grammar usage and 

spelling. 
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